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Frameworks

Because my Uncle, no my Grandad Brownd he was a Colonel in the Royal Irish Rifles
14t h battalionéand he fought t he ®hetcdldde o
it the 'band' and fought with that there so he did and it would be nice to have that
there to say to other boys 'he fought in
my Dad, he's got a kind of relationship with the UVF if you know what | mean. I'd

have it also becauseéthe UVF done a | ot f
country and fought for another country and then they came over and they never really

got much thanks for it so they didn't as the British Army killed some of their men, so

they did. They killed a boy Brian Robinson in the eighties, so they did, the British

Army, and the UVF didn't get any thanks for the Battle of the Somme or anything like

that there.

(2nd year boy, controlled school, non-conflict )



Frameworks

NTo show people that theyor
wedOre not defeated, | ook w
one of our best leaders killed, we had millions of people
kil led I n the Famine, but
from this, weoOll keep figh
Nto gl ve you a purpose of
you mean?] YouoOve got a be
I1t, 1 t'"s yours, 1 tos what
you. o0 (Der mot)

(39 year boys, Maintained School, conflict)



The Challenge of Divided Societies

1No agreed national story

1Use of the past to justify
contemporary political positions

1Selective stories transmitted
through family and community



Students encountered multiple sources of
historical information and they navigated amongst
these In a conscious attempt to refine and extend
their historical understanding. Sometimes, this led

to them assimilate new knowledge with their
existing narrative, and at other times to open up
new lines of enquiry. This suggests that the current
curriculum may have dire
ability to question the authoritative stories of their
communities and to base their conclusions on
evidence.

(McCully and Barton, 2007, p.20)



Barton / McCully Research

Achievements Limitations
1 Belief in the value of 1 Selective use of formal
school history learning
1 Internally Persuasive 1 |dentifications unlikely to
dialogue shift

1 Frustration at failure to
explain the recent past
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Hi st ory teachi ng{
conflict resolution

Criticality - Enquiry skills and multiple perspectives
Relevance- The need to connect past and present

Acknowledging emotion - the impact of emotion on
our sense of identity and how we view the past

Caring (Barton & Levstik)

Democratic values



Revised NI History Curriculum

Investigate:
1 how history has affected personal identity / culture / lifestyle

1 selective interpretation / stereotyping / abuse to justify views
& actions

1 cause & consequences of Partition in Ireland and its influence
on NI today

1 how historical figures have behaved ethically & unethically



