UNIVERSITY OF

) BATH

Social Organisation of
Remembering and Reconciliation:
A Case of Former British POW's

Kyoko Murakami

Centre for Sociocultural and Activity Theory Research
Department of Education



Overall Question & Aims

 How and in what ways does the past
effect present and future action?

« AImS:
— To explore memory as a relational

dynamic, as phenomenal action, and as
process

* Not as a product of world/memory mappings
* The dynamics of remembering
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Collective Remembering &
Memory

« Active process (Wwertsch, 2001)

« Socially mediated by textual resources and
their affiliated voices

— Dynamic relation between the subject and the

object; interdependencies, functional dualism and
Inherent tensions

* No principal separation between

— Individual & collective, remembering & forgetting,
Intentional & unintentional, official & vernacular,
linguistic & non-verbal (Brockmeier, 2002)



Discursively Accomplished
Reconciliation

Not a once-for-all settlement
Discursively accomplished
Unfinished process

Accounts temporarily settle the
argument, but they are subject for
negotiation and reformulation

Constituting moral accountabilities
Moblilising situated identities



Social Organisation of
Remembering and Reconciliation

« Materials from a project exploring social
organisation of remembering and
reconciliation

 Lives of former British soldiers who
were prisoners in Burma and Japan in
WWII

 How do people accommodate the
changing face of world events with the
personal trauma of incarceration?



INDEPENDENT

Akihito: My sorrow and pain




Dynamic Relation between
Agent and Cultural tool

Past moblised to the present

Juxtaposition of the two: the veteran and
the flag

The photo frames and collects humans
and material resources, framing the
irreducible tension

Making it available for dispersion and
displacement
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POWSs in the Second World War
il velab s ffnnes
E

T:
l
B I!IIIE[%IINITIIE |

|i
T
III
~~9\

AELTH T,
KBME/
FAESEMEEALT

WINNER OF 7 © ACADEMY AWARDS 5%
INCLURING 1857 o) BEST PICTHRE |




A Case of Iruka Boys

300 British soldiers interned in Iruka, now
Kiwa, Japan

Worked In a copper mine
13 soldiers died
A grave was built before the war ended

After the war, Kiwa senior citizens looked
after the grave

The grave moved to another location

Former student workers in the camp decided
to have a reunion and ceremony
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Wors & Pictures: FR CYRIL MURPHY

ECENTLY, when visiting Fr Bede
Cleary in his parish in Shingu,
Wakayama Prefecture, some 350
miles south-west of Tokyo, I had an
experience which 1 found touching. .
Fr Bede took me for a drive into the hill

countty west of Shingu. The scenery was *

magnificent. We followed the winding
d along the tiver bank, with hills ris-
ing up on either side. The valleys bet-
ween the mountains were covered with
orange groves and paddy fields which
stretched up the sides of the mountains.
Having driven along leisurely for a cou-
ple of hours we camie to a village called
Ttaya. As it was in such a remote area, I
remarked thdt not very many foreign
visitors would come to suchia place. Bede
said that he would show me something
that would surprise me. 5 :
At the outskirts of the village hie stop-
ped the car and there, in frontof my eyes,

was a Memorial to sixteen British sol- *

diers who had died, just before theend of
World War I1, at a prisoner of war camp
here. Two things immediately caught my
attention; one was the Roll of Honour
with the soldiers’ names displayed i
bold print; the other was the fresh flo-
wers that had been placed in the recep-
tacles on cither side of the monument.
As 1 silently read the names of those
British soldiers, the fanious lines of the
poct Rupert Brooke came to mind
“If I should die, think
only this of me:
That there's some
corner of a foreign ficld
That is forever England’.

To the left of the monument was an

explanationi of why the Memorial was in
this place. It read:

“Burial ground for Foreigners.

On the 18th Juine 1944, 300 prison-
ers of war were transferred from
Malay by the Japanese army, and
under the direction of the army &
P,0.W. camp was erected near the
present site. More, than half of the
-prisonérs were put to work in &
- nearby ore iine. The rest workedin
the ore processing plant or on land
reclamation. These men being Eng-
lish, wére cultured and had a high
* sense of pride. Their work was effi-
cient and they themselves were gen-
tlemanly. But being prisoners ina
foreign country théy were lonely and
* anxious. Moreover, some had con-
., tracted sickriess before theend of the
war, 16 died. The surviving 284
returned to their own country.’

. On the copper plique the following
words are inscribed: ‘To the greater
glory of God and in memory of men of
the British Forces who died at or near
Itaya during the war of 1941 - 1945,
While we were taking some photo-
graphs a gentleman came to greet us. He

* was Mr Kubo, the Chairman of the local

Education Committee. He told us thathe
was six years of age when the prisoners
were brought to Itaya and he remembers
the frieridliness of the soldicrs. It was a
time of great scarcity. The villagers were
farmérs but the Government took 70% of
thieir crops for the war effort, and left
them with only three months supply of
food. There was no medicine availablein
the area. He also recalled that as soon as

80

hidden in the mountains. |

the war was over, airplanes came a0
dropped supplies to the soldiers, wht
gave food to the villagers and chocolat.
to the children.

Until recently the Memorial wa
situated on the site of the P.O.W.
but as that is now a stone quary,
Memorial was re-located in the preses
place, afew hundred yards fromtheori
inal site.  Each year, at the time whe
the people in Japan remember the
dead, a Buddhist priestisinvited to com
and pray for the repose of the soldies
who died in this place.

it supplied with fresh flowers.
_We said a final prayer and left t

Shingu we talked about the Memoril
that isolated place, and we wonders
(indeed, doubted), if a village b
found in any part of the world, whert,
similar circumstances, and over
gears on from the end of the wir, 8
people would display such 2 8
and ‘Christian’ outlook, as the ¥il
of Itaya.!
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Grave as a Circulating Reference

« A commemorative
site in Japan, POWSs
labour camp

« The memorial
transformed from a
small grave by local
Japanese people

« Dynamic of
collective
remembering




Original grave site




Memorial of Iruka Boys
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Memorial

Functionally blank--a resource circulates in a chain
of transformation

Agency as an emergent effect of its hybrid relations
of person and material

Transforming and reordering relations
Network of relations--textual community
More than forming mediational means and actions

Collectivity as an emergent effect is also made
visible in the forms of reconciliation activity--in ways
In which objects continually reconfigure agency
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KeikoHolmes FEPOWs
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Redemption Narrative:
Claiming change

« Data: Group interview in Greater London in
Spring 1999
« 2 Iruka Boys, 1 informant, and Interviewer

 Interview as part of the flow of reconciliation
practices



Fred’s Story of photo-taking

Extract

F:

T A

LI

| was in Battersea Park some years ago, after
the war, ten years after the war and I'm sitting

out in the open air with a cup of tea at the table and two
little children running around in front of me and | said to
myself, “oh my god, is that Japanese.” Because they
could be Chinese or Thal,

:hum

you know what | mean, but to me they were Japanese |
thought. | didn’'t have to wonder very long, because just
behind me (there’s) somebody calling out “Oi, kol.”
Right? "come here" or

:hum
. yes?, | thought | know that. That means ‘come here’, or

means 'come back'. | half reluctantly turned around and
{at} the next table behind me was a Japanese man and
woman. They all got up and they went down, stood by
the lake.



And this is the story. He took a picture of his wife and two
children. She came and took a picture of him and the two
children. And me being, | don’t use the camera and all
that, but what | would normally do in a case like that, and
| have done it many times, | would go out and say and
“Excuse me, do you mind if, would you like me to take a
photograph of all of you?”

- Yes.

| half got up and | thought “*"No why should 1.°" And |
regretted that. | regretted it. But some years later, when |
was over at Yoko's place in [Place Name], a Japanese
man, lady, doctor?

M:Hiro?

F: and the two children they came and they stood on the
stairs by Yoko's room there and | took a photograph with
my camera then. | thought perhaps |'ve been redeemed
at last. (ha ha ha) You know that’s a little thing.

K:Yes.

m A




Collection, Dispersion &
Re-collection in the flow of talk

Redemption narratives as functionally blank.object
How talk of reconciliation accomplishes settling and
resettling

Way of telling the narrative illustrates moments of
settlement--discursive settlement and 3 levels

— as a form of accountability



Discourse, images and objects

1. Elements of structure and trajectory: content, plot,
actor, scene, resolution, etc.

2. Interactional sense-making and establishing shared
understanding: discursive settlement
— Displays participants' concern developed interactionally--
moment by moment settlement
3. Juxtaposition of the first story and the second story
(Sacks, 1992)

— The second story displays its relevance of the first, in the
way second story is told

— The second story is the recollection of the first



Summary

« Rethinking memory

e Discursive reconciliation — unfinished
ousIness

 Collectivity of memory
— As an emergent effect

— Accomplished in a circulation of functionally
blank objects in a flow of human action

— A process of continuous mediational action of
collection and dispersion, framing and
displacement, settling and unsettling, and
ordering and disordering




Discursively Accomplished
Reconciliation

Not a once-for-all settlement
Discursively accomplished
Unfinished process

Accounts temporarily settle the
argument, but they are subject for
negotiation and reformulation

Constituting moral accountabilities
Moblilising situated identities



Moving Forward...

How do we face difficult history?

Crossing boundaries

Possibility of being otherwise

Approaches to creating dialogues

A form of analysis for what Is unsaid
Developing material resources and conditions
Space and time for dialogue/engagement



